
 

 
 
Welcome to the fifth issue of the Macedonia Schools Project Newsletter. We are happy 
to share with you a summary of the grants funded in 2024.  Reading this Newsletter will 
give you an understanding of the volunteer work that we do and the depth of the impact 
of our small grants on Macedonian teachers and students. 
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GRANTS FUNDED FOR 2024 
 

This year, the Macedonia Schools Project (MSP) provided a total of $26,011 to 11 
schools that submitted requests.  Two of the requests were pilot projects and one 
included a unique special request. 
 
The Executive Board of the Macedonia Schools Project met via Zoom on April 21, 2024, 
to review and approve the grant requests submitted by Macedonian schools.  The 
proposed grants must follow the MSP guidelines provided in our Request for Proposal 
(RFP) process.  The guidelines include the following requirements: 

 

  Purpose of the Grant 
  School Name and Description (e.g.needs and financial circumstances) 
  School Director 
  Liaison Person (usually a teacher),the main contact with MSP 
  Results of the Previous Year’s Donation (impacts on students and teachers) 
  Significance and impact (mainly on students and teachers) of the requested 

funds                  
  Grant Maximum is $2500 
  All funded projects require photographs of items and copies of receipts 

for  purchases            
 



The school liaison is a key person in the process.  The liaisons are responsible for 
documentation (receipts and photos) and coordination with school directors and staff. 
 
In addition to our regular grant process, MSP cooperates with donors who wish to 
provide funds targeted for specific schools or specific projects and materials.  MSP also 
provides seed funding for pilot projects, as a mechanism for developing future 
partnerships between MSP and schools.  These methods of funding must also follow our 
RFP guidelines.  We learned from these grant proposals that Macedonian schools work 
with little or no paper books, increasingly relying on digital methods of instruction, starting 
two years ago with a goal of complete digitalization. 
 

 
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS AND GRANTS 

 
BRAKA MILADINOVCI SCHOOL in STRUGA.   The Braka Miladinovci school in Struga 
is one of the largest in Macedonia, with 1100 students (grades 1-8 being taught in three 
different languages of instruction) and 120 staff.  The school Director is Albana Zhuta, 
and the liaison teacher is Jasmina Kukuneshoska, whose comments in the proposal 
were insightful and moving: “We need to stay innovative, up-to-date with the new trends 
in education, creative and bold . . . to keep the attention and the interest in our classes 
among these young people nowadays.  We are aiming to have a school with higher 
standards, improved conditions, motivated teachers and well-educated students who can 
become productive, smart, and educated individuals in the future.  We will be proud if 
you give this opportunity to produce that type of future students and future adults.”   

 
In the previous year, MSP provided funds to purchase laptops and projectors.  Last 
year’s success “made us even more motivated and encouraged to apply for a new grant, 
to have even more students in our school feel the benefits of a well-organized and well-
supplied classroom.”  The Executive Board approved a 2024 grant of $2500 for smart 
boards, a laptop, and a printer. 

 
BRATSVO EDINSTOVO SCHOOL in OHRID.   This elementary school has 870 
students (Macedonian, Albanian, and Turkish) and 102 staff.  The school Director is 
Cemal Mehmed, and Emilija Paunkoska is the liaison teacher.  She wrote: “Almost all of 
the primary schools in the municipality have had some financial help from the 
government, but we receive hardly anything.“ We also need a lot of PE equipment, and 
our teams in the sports competitions were the only ununiformed teams.” 
 
Last year, MSP funded two 65-inch TVs, a copier, and repairs for a projector.  This year, 
the Executive Board approved $2500 for two more 65-inch TVs, a desktop computer for 
the library, ping-pong paddles and balls and badminton equipment for PE classes, and 
20 logo shirts for tournaments in soccer, basketball, chess, ping pong, and volleyball. 

 
JOSIP BROZ TITO in STRUGA.  This primary school operates in four sites: Struga and 
three village schools in Vranista, Mislesevo and Radozda, with over 250 students.  The 
school Director is Dejana Chakareska, and the school liaison is Margarita Ruvinova 
Nicheska.  A 2023 MSP grant provided 12 desktop computers for the village 
schools. The 2024 goal is to continue the digitalization process.  Margarita wrote: “. . . the 
community is covering all our expenses according to electricity, water, and hygienic 
supplies, but no financial support for educational supplies.”  The Executive Board 
approved $2500 for 12 more desktop computers, a printer, and a TV to be distributed 



among the three sites.  In addition, hard disks were approved to upgrade computers in 
Struga. 

 
VANCHO NIKOLESKI in LESKOEC.  This school, in the Ohrid region, has 267 students 
and 55 staff.  The school Director is Sasho Kimoski, and the liaison is a counselor, Vesna 
Terzioska.   Last year, with MSP funding, the school built an outdoor classroom in back 
of the school, with two tables and seating for 32 students and teachers, providing a 
natural and relaxing setting. This year, the Executive Board approved $2500 for a laptop 
computer, seven desktop computers, and a laminating machine to equip an IT 
classroom. 

 
 

 

 
 

VANCO PRKE SCHOOL in STIP.  This is a large school, with 1220 students and 100 
staff.  The school Director is Kokan Radev, and the liaison is Jasminka 
Durdubakova.   Last year, MSP funds improved the conditions in a nearby village school 
in Lakavica. The Executive Board approved $2500 to modernize the English classroom 
in Stip with one 65-inch interactive TV and two 55-inch smart TVs.  Jasminka wrote: “By 
receiving an interactive panel and smart TVs, students and teachers will have better 
motivation and interesting teaching, unlimited information resources, active teaching, and 
active learning, exchange of ideas and attitudes in work groups connecting their 
knowledge with the real world.” 
 
ZHIVKO CHINGO in VELGOSHTI.   This primary school in the Ohrid area has 238 
students and 35 staff.   The school Director is Ljubica Angeloska Krkachoska, and the 
liaison is Marija Miceska. The grant application noted that the school’s computers are old 
(some are more than 15 years old) and often cannot use contemporary programs.  In 
2022, MSP funded a copy machine and five TVs.  This year, the Executive Board 
approved $2500 for two desktop computers, six smart boards, one laptop, one projector, 
two soccer balls, and an optical bench, rulers and a compass (to facilitate lessons in 
physics and math). 
 
GORGI SUGAREV SCHOOL in BITOLA.  This primary school with 620 students and 79 
staff is located in the center of Bitola.  The school Director is Robert Filipovski, and 
Liljana Vasilevska, a math teacher, is our liaison.   This school is unique, in that only 10% 
of the students are Macedonian; 90% are Roma because its location is close to Roma 
settlements.   



 
This year, the Executive Board learned about “sensory rooms.”  A sensory room is a 
therapeutic space, with a variety of equipment to provide students with special needs 
with “personalized sensory input.”  These students experience sensory overload or under 
load, difficulties with transitions, challenges with communication or social interaction, and 
difficulties in regulating emotions and behaviors.  The sensory room provides a safe and 
calming space, reduces stress and anxiety, and improves school performance.  Sensory 
rooms include equipment designed to support sensory needs in the regulation of 
emotions and behaviors, thus improving school and social outcomes. 

 
The Gorgi Sugarev primary school in Bitola is a Center for Support of Children with 
Learning Disabilities.  By Macedonian law, schools must accept students with special 
needs in regular classes, although there are special lesson plans for these students. 

 
Liljana wrote: “We hope that with your help we will improve conditions in the classrooms 
appropriate to the new curriculum and requirements, which will directly help to increase 
the quality of our teaching on a higher level.”  In 2022, MSP funds had a great impact on 
first graders; their two classrooms had not been renovated for 40 years. Our funds fully 
equipped the classrooms with desks, chairs, and closets, plus space for students with 
learning disabilities.  In addition, the 2022 grant provided three air conditioners. This 
year, the Executive Board approved $2500 for one large interactive board, and three 
large TVs. The large interactive board is for the school’s sensory room, enhancing the 
teacher’s ability to convey complex concepts and fostering better understanding among 
students.  The grant application concluded with this statement: “Your generous support 
will enable Gorgi Sugarev Elementary School to overcome the challenges posed by the 
new Macedonian concept and provide our students with the tools they need to excel in 
the digital age.  We believe that this initiative aligns with your commitment to fostering 
educational excellence and innovation.” 

 
KOCHO RACIN SCHOOL in PRILEP.  This primary school in Prilep has 705 students, 
and 81 staff; the school Director is Julijana Trenkoska, and Elizabeta Veleska is our 
liaison.  The school, named after a Macedonian poet and revolutionary, is the oldest 
educational institution in Prilep; the school building dates back to 1926, and is an official 
site of the Museum of Macedonia.   It has been a primary school since 1954.  The grant 
request aims to equip a “sensory room” to provide individual care for children with 
disabilities and a place of calm.  The Executive Board approved $2315 to provide various 
supplies specially used for these children. 

 
ALEKSANDAR MAKEDONSKI in SKOPJE.  This school has 713 students and 64 
staff.  The school Director is Maja Bukleska, and the liaison is Aleksandar 
Temelkovski.  The school’s first grant from MSP, in 2023, provided musical instruments, 
which had a wonderful, major impact on the students. This year, the school addressed 
the need to establish an equipped “sensory room.”   A sensory room targets not only 
students with special needs, but also teachers and staff to effectively use the room.  The 
Executive Board approved a grant of $2467 for sensory room supplies. 

 
KOLE KANINSKI, A PILOT PROJECT in BITOLA. This school, with 793 students and 
75 staff, has a “daycare” classroom for children of working parents.  The school Director 
is Dijana Hristovska. The school was established in 1964 and is located in a low 
socioeconomic area of Bitola.  The liaison, Mare Stojmenovska Micevska, described the 
day care classroom for 46 students 6–10 years old, as old and in bad condition.  New 



tables and chairs are desperately needed.  The Executive Board approved a $1000 grant 
for plastic tables and chairs, plus office supplies. 

 
DOBRE JOVANOSKI, A PILOT PROJECT in PRILEP.  This Is a very large school, with 
1300 students and 96 staff.  The school Director is Pande Nikoloska, and the liaison 
teacher is Ilija Risteski.   The school has a very high percentage of Roma students who 
have very limited access to digital technology. The Executive Board approved  $1650 for 
laptops, a smart board, and printers.  In addition, the school received targeted funds from 
Board member Chris Evanoff, in memory of his sister. 

 
A UNIQUE REQUEST.  The Bratsvo Edinstvo school in Ohrid submitted a request for 
support of its Multiethnic Children’s Choir.  This school’s children choir was formed in 
2006 by the Albanian choir director, Burim Hidri.  The choir includes Macedonian, 
Albanian, Turkish, and Egyptian students, singing in eight languages.  The choir has 
attended many national choral competitions, winning six first place prizes, four second 
places, and two third places.  The choir director has taken students to competitions for 
soloists and often brings home first and second place prizes.   

 
This request was to support a performance in Tirana, Albania, at a children’s choir 
competition on June 1,2024.  The hotel in Tirana offered reasonably priced overnight 
accommodations for 30 children, two adults, and the bus driver.  As Emily Paunkoska, 
the school liaison, wrote: “The unique opportunity to represent not only our school, but 
Macedonia, as the only foreign guest choir in front of children’s choirs from all over 
Albania is a great honor.” The Executive Board approved $1079 to cover the expenses. 

 
CONCLUSION.  Once again, the Macedonia Schools Project has demonstrated that 
small grants can make large impacts.  The gratitude expressed by the Macedonian 
teachers is heart-warming.  The time and efforts given by the MSP volunteers are 
rewarded by the thanks and appreciation expressed by not only the teachers, but also by 
the students. 

 

 



 
MEET VESNA TERZIOSKA, A MACEDONIAN SCHOOL COUNSELOR AND MSP 

BOARD MEMBER 
 

By Vesna Terzioska 
 
 

My name is Vesna Terzioska from Ohrid, Macedonia. I work as a counselor in the 
primary school “Vancho Nikoleski” in Leskoec, a village that is near Ohrid. As part of the 
Vancho Nikoleski school, we have more district schools in the surrounding three villages, 
one of which is in the mountains, so teaching takes place in difficult conditions. 
 
In 2008, I met Tom Lineham who was visiting Macedonia and the city of Ohrid. At that 
time, the Macedonia Schools Project (MSP) as an organization did not yet exist, but this 
humane man had the idea to at least slightly improve the conditions in the students’ 
classes by donating visual aids to the schools where I worked. Tom visited our schools to 
see the conditions in which the students follow the teaching and to know their wants and 
needs. We discussed what a modest donation could do for our schools. Then, with his 
help, we acquired CD players for teaching music education and the English language, 
and held creative workshops with the students. The students were very happy, and we 
agreed that we would continue to communicate, and together we would improve the 
conditions in Macedonian schools. 
 

 

 

Tom and Vesna in 2023 
 

 



After his return to the USA, Tom shared his idea with like-minded people who were 
originally from Macedonia, and they all became interested in realizing his idea. Within a 
few months, Tom sent visual aids from the USA that we needed and didn't have. Months 
of communication and planning of the necessary funds followed, as well as the 
procurement of additional money by Tom and his friends from the USA.  We received 
blackboards, globes, logic boards, geographic maps, CD players, first aid kits, puzzles, 
math calculators, visual math aids, compasses, liquid scales, PE balls and other visual 
aids. 

 

 

 
Many donations followed, and Tom began visiting our schools every year and donating 
the personally provided funds.  After several years of cooperation, we talked about the 
fact that we should establish a Macedonian-American organization, with a mission to 
improve the working conditions of Macedonian schools. This is how the Macedonian 
Schools Project was born in 2012, involving members from Macedonia and the USA. 
 
Years followed during which the MSP developed as an organization, and its way of 
functioning and giving donations was modified.  The number of members in the MSP 
grew both from theMacedonian and the American side. At the same time, the donations 
and the number of schools that were helped increased. In my schools, the following were 
purchased: blackboards, LCD projectors, laptop computers, computer equipment, 
equipment for the teaching of mathematics, biology, chemistry and physics, televisions, 
and much more school equipment. Every year we perform an analysis of priorities, and 
based on that analysis, we prepare an application for MSP.  In the last year, with the help 
of the MSP, we built a classroom in nature, thus providing for outdoor teaching for the 
students of our school. 



 
 

 

 
Today MSP is a serious partner of Macedonian schools, providing better conditions for 
students and better-quality teaching.I think that MSP has left a mark on Macedonian 
education, and with its humane and selfless mission, it is a positive example that should 
be followed.  We are very grateful for our cooperation with MSP and we hope that it will 
continue in the future.  

 



 

 

 
 



Please become a member of the Macedonia Schools Project by making a donation to 
help the youth of North Macedonia. Your tax-deductible contribution will enhance the 
growth and impact of our program. Check out our website, send us an email, or join us 
on social media for more information.  
 
Website:https://msp.charity/index.php/donations  
 
Email: macedoniaschoolsproject@gmail.com  
 
LinkedIn:https://www.linkedin.com/company/macedonia-schools-project/ 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/macedonia.schoolsproject/ 
 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus21.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmsp.charity%252Findex.php%252Fdonations%26xid%3De7c38f3320%26uid%3D191782302%26iid%3D1ca55fe146%26pool%3Dcts%26v%3D2%26c%3D1701483955%26h%3Db8d9b7d1b3e719f4cf347b29df76a6f21a0aa57cce5b61e140165a2a53986afc&data=05%7C01%7C%7C433517f188184ba2048708dbf2de076a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638370807663173342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mLnJeRhDWUtNEOJ8Jwp3HWlhy47k%2BLWz0rbvUEM6K%2B0%3D&reserved=0
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